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Small Group 

Discussion Notes

For use the week following the sermon, “24: Social Life” (February 2 and 3)

1. Open in prayer.

2. Ask for volunteers in the group who are willing to describe, in detail, a place and time that they felt they didn’t fit in at all; ask them to describe how they got there (took a wrong turn, misread the sign on the restroom door, etc), and how they extricated themselves from the situation. 

3. Leader or volunteer:  Read these excerpts from 2Timothy, Chapter 1:



“This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been sent out to tell others about the life he has promised through faith in Christ Jesus… And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News… That is why I am suffering here in prison.”

· Do you know anyone personally who is in the same situation as Paul?  
· Why do you think God would allow such an awkward arrangement (Paul’s or someone else’s in the same situation)… isn’t it a “bad advertisement”?
· Why would someone choose to suffer in prison rather than be free, with a clear reputation?
4. An three-part exercise in “IF”:

· If money was no barrier, what’s the most radical thing you would attempt for the cause of Christ?

· If language was no barrier, what’s the most radical thing you would attempt for the cause of Christ?

· If fear of imprisonment was no barrier, what’s the most radical thing you would attempt for the cause of Christ?

5. This weekend’s message included an excerpt from Erwin Raphael McManus, author and pastor, from his book, The Barbarian Way.  Consider also this piece from the same publication:

“One of the great joys I’ve been privileged to experience… has been receiving the stories of people… who have chosen to redirect their lives to pursue the dreams that had remained latent within them… I regard this as an essential measure of spiritual health and vitality.”

· Do you think your spiritual health would improve if you were more willing to pursue God-sized dreams?  Why or why not?

· If you were to pursue any dreams like that, what changes would you have to make in your life or lifestyle?  Would it be worth the change?

6.   Leader or volunteer: Now read this batch of excerpts from 2Timothy, Chapter 1:

“I am writing to Timothy, my dear son… With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News… For God saved us and called us to live a holy life… He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time.”

· Is there any less of a “disconnect” with these excerpts than there was with the excerpts at the top of our discussion?  Why or why not?

7.   Close in prayer.

