
C 
obblestone’s mem-
bers elected three 

new Cobblestone leader-
ship team (CLT) members 
to three-year terms in a 
meeting that took place on 
September 16. That meet-
ing hosted a record turnout 
of 117 members voting, 
which was a good thing, 
because there were more 
than a dozen very impor-
tant ballot items, all of 
which required a two-
thirds majority of a two-
thirds quorum! 
Congratulations to the 
three newest members of 
the Cobblestone Leader-
ship Team who were all 
elected to a three-year-
term: Cheryl Johnson, Ken 

Litteken, and Daryl Zimmer. Due to a 
brand new bylaw change, Cheryl, Ken, 
and Daryl will begin the CLT orientation 
period immediately, and start their new 
terms as voting members in January 
2008. Our gratitude is also due to Deb 
Fitzgerald and Angie Clark for their obe-
dience and faithfulness in responding 
positively to their nominations. 

Congratulations also to Sharla Ra-
cioppa, who was officially called “Pastor 
of Worship” (she was hired in January 
’06 with the designation of "Director of 
Worship"). The CLT recommended this 
action in recognition not only of Sharla’s 
experience before coming to Cobble-
stone (when her designation was 
"worship pastor") but also of the leader-
ship role she has filled since arriving in 
Oxford. As a result of this change, Sharla 
becomes a non-voting member of the  

(continued on page 2) 

 
WHO AM I?  

 
1. We had a baby last month. 

2. I’m taking a mission trip to 
Peru this month 

3. I’ve introduced cornhole to 
the people of the Congo. 

4. We got a great job offer and 
moved to Florida. 

5. I moved to Northwest Ohio, 
because I’m getting’ mar-
ried! 

6. We were married last month. 
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LOVING PEOPLE INTO L IFE-CHANGING ENCOUNTERS WITH GOD 
 
 
(Answers: (1) Mark and Renee 
Ridenour, Mike and Tara Bath, 
and Alice and Nathan Hensley, 
(2) Vic Conner, Rachel Mingle-
dorff, Dave Johnson, and Myra 
Johnson, (3) Mike Buell, (4) 
Doug and Bethany Kelley and 
Family, (5) Kelli Frye, (7) Barb 
and Doug Ward. 

S 
he bought her first gui-
tar at age 11 from a 

pawnshop. Six years later, 
she wrote her first song. 
Now, having become heav-
ily involved in leading wor-
ship and convinced that the 
Lord had called her into 
music as a ministry, she has 
recorded her debut CD, 
Passing By. Her name is 
Hilary Watson, and she’s coming to Cobble-
stone. 

Hilary Watson will be performing her dis-
tinctive music, characterized by wide vocal 
range and varied styles, surprising chord 
changes, harmonic shifts, and imaginative 
poetry over the weekend of October 20-21 in 
Oxford. Her first appearance will be Satur-

day Night at the Corner, 
October 20th at 6:30 p.m. 
in Oxford’s Tollgate 
Mall (due to limited 
space, this event will 
require a free ticket, 
acquired in advance).  
She will also present 
back-to-back mini-
concerts on Sunday Oc-
tober 21st at 9:00 a.m. 

and 10:30 a.m. in the TMS auditeria. 
 “The first time I heard Hilary Wat-

son’s music,” says Sharla Racioppa, 
Cobblestone’s Pastor of Worship, “I 
knew she would be perfect for a concert 
in this area. Her style and her message 
appeal to a wide variety of listeners. This  

(continued on page 2) 

Hilary Watson at Cobblestone 



V OLUME  4   ISSUE   8  P AGE  2  

(continued from page 1) 
is one performance you won't want 
to miss!” 

Hilary says, “My life is Christ—in 
Christ, from Christ, and for Christ. 
My heart is for those who have never 
heard the gospel.” She will be com-
ing to Cobblestone between appear-
ances in Cleveland, Ohio, and San 
Jose, California. Her three appear-
ances at Cobblestone provide an 
ideal opportunity for Cobbleheads to 
reach out to skeptics and seekers, 
friends and family, with an invitation 
to a free evening or morning of mu-
sic. For more information about 
t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  c o n t a c t                 
S h a r l a  R a c i o p p a  
(sharla@cobblestonechurch.com) or 
s a m p l e  H i l a r y ’ s  m u s i c  a t 
www.hilarywatson.net. 

(continued from page 1) 
CLT along with her fellow staff 
members (John, Andrew, and Hoss 
could not be reached for comment). 

Cobblestone’s members also voted 
to adopt a total of ten bylaw changes 
that were recommended by the CLT. 
Most of the proposed changes related 
to the ongoing challenges of a grow-
ing church, such as adjusting hiring 
processes, CLT procedures, and pro-
cedures for contacting lapsed mem-
bers. 

Finally, hearty thanks are extended 
to Melissa Blackburn, Jackie Roy, 
Caroline Bishop, Tammy McKee, 
and Bonnie Arloski for collecting, 
collating, and counting the 117 bal-
lots. Their efficient work made it 
possible for all this business to be 
conducted, counted, and concluded 
by 1:30 that afternoon! 

teers (we made real pizza (with real 
cheese!) and macaroni and cheese 
(with fake-but-no-less-appreciated 
cheese!) and drank cool-aid ;) I'm 
nearing the end of my first school 

year as a biol-
ogy teacher. 
Teaching most 
definitely has its 
struggles, but 
any teacher can 
attest to its re-
wards. As you 
guys are round-
ing into autumn 
after a dry sum-
mer, the sun 
here is just 
started cooking 
(in my region, 

anyway) and I hear we can expect 
some rains to be coming back to us 
in the mountains soon.” 
Amber plans to return to the States in 
January 2009. You can find out more 
about her life and ministry in Tanza-
nia by visiting her blog at 
www.amberinafrica.blogspot.com.  

Cobblestone’s worship band, Under 
Cover, united last Fall to gather a 
package of goodies to send to band 
alum Amber Bennett, who is now 
serving with the Peace Corps in Tan-
zania, to wish 
her a Merry 
Christmas. Am-
ber emailed 
Pastor of Wor-
ship Sharla Ra-
cioppa in late 
September to 
thank everyone 
for the pack-
a g e … w h i c h 
arrived Septem-
ber 25….ten 
months later! 

Amber said, 
“Thanks for all of the goodies, 
sweets, and notes so thoughtfully 
included in that package! I could 
hear your voices and see your beauti-
ful smiles in the little notes on the 
Christmas card, and it made me 
happy…. I just celebrated my 1-year 
in country with a few fellow volun-

Better Late Than Never 

New Leaders Cont. 

"Catalyst," Cobblestone's new young 
adult ministry, launched in Septem-
ber, and is gathering speed every 
week. Taking place at 8:00 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening at The 
Corner (512-512 South Locust Street 
in Oxford's Tollgate Mall), Catalyst 
is a young-adult specific worship 
experience (for ages 18-35). These 
folks are serious about reaching out 
to young adults, so much so that 
they’ll mark the conclusion of their 
current series, “iLife,” by giving 
away a free iPod. For more informa-
t io n,  co ntac t  Chr i s  Owens 
(chrisbuckowens@yahoo.com). 

Hilary Watson Cont. 

Catalyst Launches 

Continued Growth 
Pathways is pleased to announce that 
Ericka Keeler has become the thirty-
fourth member added to the Cobble-
stone family in 2007! In fact, new 
members have been welcomed to the 
family in every single month of 2007 
so far, and our current membership 
numbers 143. 

A n y o n e 
who is 
interested 
in explor-
ing mem-
bership at 
C o b b l e -
stone (or 
even sim-
ply learn-
ing more 

about the church and its mission and 
vision) is encouraged to attend Cob-
blestone 101, which is offered four 
times a year. The next 101 is sched-
uled for Sunday, November 18, at 
noon at the Corner, in Tollgate Mall. 
Contact John Johnson (513-839-
1147, john@cobblestonechurch.com)  
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Ain’t Done Outflowin’ 

Cobblestone's men’s ministry 
launched a new effort in September, 
called “Men’s Fraternity.” Starting  
September 14, and hosting more than 
twenty men from several churches, 
the study meets every Friday morn-
ing from 6-7:30 a.m. at The Corner 
(512-512 South Locust Street in Ox-
ford's Tollgate Mall). 

Men's Fraternity is a series of three 
one-year-long studies, beginning 
with The Quest for Authentic Man-
hood, followed by Winning at Work 
and Home, and ending with The 

Great Adventure. Men's Frater-
nity provides men with an en-
couraging process that teaches 
them how to live lives of authen-
tic manhood as modeled by Jesus 
Christ and directed by the Word 
of God. Each session features a 
45-60 minute presentation, fol-
lowed by small group discussion, 
in an atmosphere of camaraderie 
and confidentiality.  

For more information about Men’s 
Fraternity, or any of Cobblestone’s 
men’s ministries, contact Henry Saas 

Men at Work 

The church-wide “40 Days of Out-
reach” effort that began August 20 
officially concluded on September 
30. During those forty days, Cobble-
stone’s members and attenders rose 
to the challenge to jump-start our 
efforts to perform 22,000 acts of 
kindness in this coming year. Close 
to three thousand distinct 
acts of kindness have 
been reported already, 
including  

811 meals served 
38 over-sized tips 
43 parking fees paid 
384 free cold drinks  
5 doggie treats 
10 babysitters for single parents 
77 free flowers given away 
6 anonymous cups of coffee 
5 anon. drive-thru payments 
29 shopping carts returned,  
140 postcards to new residents 
AND MORE!  

And we’re not done yet! In fact, 
Cobblestone’s Women’s Connection 
(CWC) plans an exciting "Taste of 
Home" Soup Lunch & Outreach for 
their Saturday, October 13th, gather-
ing. They will meet from 11:30 am 
to 2:00 pm at The Corner (512-514 
South Locust Street in Oxford's Toll 
gate Shopping Plaza). A hearty soup 
luncheon will be provided, and each 
woman is asked to bring 2-3 dozen 
home-baked cookies, which will then 

be packaged, along with a card from 
Cobblestone, to hand out to Miami 
students, giving them a "taste of 
home" and a taste of God’s love at 
the same time! 

We want to overflow with God’s 
kindness to the equivalent of the en-
tire school-year population of Ox-

ford, and if you have-
n’t yet joined in on 
the fun, what are you 
waiting for? It’s easy. 
Simply check out the 
rack of cards on the 
we lco me  t ab le , 
which are made 
available so you can 

take a few each week, use them to 
bless someone in creative ways, and 
give them the card as a way of ex-
plaining your kindness. Take as 
many as you need, and keep on out-
flowin'! 

You can also report your acts of 
kindness via the reporting form at 
www.co b b le s to nechur ch . co m/
reportingForm.php (or use the forms 
on the welcome table each Sunday, 
placing them in the offering bag or 
donation box), and see the progress 
we’re making toward our goal via 
the outreach page at Cobblestone’s 
www.co b b le s to nechur ch . co m/
outReach.php. We’re on our way to 
22,000 acts of kindness … and we 
need your outflow to get there!  

Oxford’s City Council, in their Sep-
tember 18 meeting, unanimously 
approved Cobblestone's applications 
to replat our South Farm campus, 
clearing the way for the issuing of 
permits and the beginning of con-
struction. As this issue of Pathways 
goes to 
press, we 
await just 
one more 
city staff 
s i g n a t u r e 
o n  t he 
d r a w i n g s 
City Coun-
cil approved. Once those drawings 
are signed, then recorded at Butler 
County, we’re told the city can begin 
to issue permits. First, demolition, 
then excavation, and after that, we 
pray, the permits that must precede 
construction.  

Thanks to all who prayed and sup-
ported this important effort, and now 
let's pray together for a miraculously 
mild winter! 

(saas@woh.rr.com). You can learn 
more about Men’s Fraternity at 
www.mensfraternity.com.  

Breaking Ground? 



What’s Going On 
Weekly:   Sunday   7:00 am Sunday setup begins (Talawanda Middle School) 
  9:00 am  First celebration (TMS) 
  9:00 am  Adult Sunday School Classes (TMS) 
  10:30 am  Second celebration (TMS) 
  10:30 am   Teen classes (TMS) 
  10:15 am High Gear (ages K through 5th grade) (The Corner) 
 Monday 7:00 pm  Casual Spirituality—Teen Ministry (The Corner) 
 Tuesday 7:00 pm  Worship team practice (The Corner) 
 Wednesday8:00 pm  Catalyst—Young Adult Ministry (The Corner) 
 Thursday 7:00 pm  Cobblestone Leadership Team  (2nd and 4th Thurs.)  
  7:30 am  Thursday Prayer Time (2336 Gardner Rd., Hamilton) 
 Saturday 6:30 pm  Saturday Night at The Corner 
 
Sun., Oct. 7, 11:00 am  Feed Your Face, Mission Trip Benefit (Presby. Seminar Bldng) 
Sun., Oct. 7, 4:30 pm  Takin’ it to the Cross—Prison Outreach (Warren Corr. Inst.) 
Fri., Oct. 12, 5:30 pm  Family Night at The Corner 
Sat., Oct. 20, 6:30 pm Hillary Watson in Concert (The Corner) 
Sun., Oct. 21, 9:00 am and 10:30 am      Hilary Watson Miniconcert (TMS) 
Fri., Oct. 26, 3:30 pm  Hamilton Meal Center—Cooking, First Presbyterian Church 
Fri., Oct. 26, 5:30 pm       Hamilton Meal Center—Serving, First Presbyterian Church 
 

Not listed: Small groups meeting at various times and in various homes. Contact Kay 
Johnson (867-1520 or kayjohnson@cinci.rr.com) for information. 

152 Ryan Drive 
Oxford OH 45056 

to bring about parties in heaven by helping 
people experience eternal life in Christ!” 

Never forget, as I said on September 17, 
2000, that we do what we do—including 

our weekend celebrations—not 
for the benefit of Christians, but 
“to make it as easy—and FUN—
as possible for you to invite your 
non-Christian neighbors and 
friends” to come with you to 
check out this thing called Cob-
blestone. 
Never forget, as I said on Septem-
ber 24, 2000, that “we want to 
make a special effort to make our 
fellowship warm and welcoming 
to everyone, and especially- to 
those who might never have en-
tered a Christian church before.” 
If you are a member or regular 

attender of Cobblestone, I challenge you 
to never forget. If you’re not reaching out 
to others, you’re forgetting. If you’re not 
inviting your non-Christian neighbors and 
friends to check out this crazy church we 
call Cobblestone, you’re forgetting. If 
you’re just associating with people you 
know at our weekend celebrations (instead 
of noticing and warmly welcoming people 
you don’t know), you’re forgetting. 

In Jesus’ name, with all my heart, I say: 
Never Forget. 

Last month marked the sixth anniversary 
of “9/11,” the frightening day when 18 
terrorists attacked America, thousands 
died, and millions watched horrified 
while our world 
changed before our 
eyes. It was an anni-
versary frequently 
marked by the phrase, 
“Never Forget.” 

Last month also 
marked the unofficial 
seventh anniversary 
of Cobblestone Com-
munity Church. We 
began meeting at Ta-
lawanda High School 
on September 10, 
2000, and for the next 
seven months worked 
hard to prepare for our “official” launch, 
which took place on April 8, 2001. It 
doesn’t much matter to me, honestly, 
whether we date our beginning from 
9/10/00 or 4/8/01. What does matter, 
however, is that we “Never Forget” the 
reason this whole Cobblestone thing got 
started in the first place. 

Never forget, as I said on September 
10, 2000, that we “exist NOT for our-
selves but for others, not to have a 
weekly party for us inside these walls but 

Never Forget             (by Bob Hostetler) 

Phone: 513-523-3905 
Fax: 513-523-3905 

Email: cobblestone@woh.rr.com 

Loving people into 
life-changing 

encounters with God 

We’re on the web! 
www.cobblestonechurch.c

om 

Editor:  Shena Ashcraft 
Email suggested copy, photos, etc., 
to ShenaAshcraft@gmail.com. 

Weekly Cobblestone News 

 
You can stay even more informed 
by signing up to receive Cobble-
Talk, Cobblestone’s weekly email 
newslet ter .  Simply go  to 
www.cobblestonechurch.com/
communicate/index.html and enter 
your email address in the appropri-
ate place (the group is called 
“CobblestoneNews”). You’ll be 
automatically added to the email 
list and will begin receiving Cob-
bleTalk immediately. To suggest 
or contribute  items for Cobble-
Talk , contact Deb Saas at 
saas@woh.rr.com. 

Website  of the month:  
 

www.studylight.org 
 
Quote of the month: 

“Unless the gospel is preached 
with contemporary relevance 
it has not been preached.” 

        (Martin Luther) 


