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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

New Members

added during 2005, which would give
us a membership over 125.

Stewardship. In 2005, many Cobble-
heads reached a new level of steward-
ship. In order for us to meet the chal-
lenges of 2006, we will need to simul-
taneously increase the number of
members who are tithing and add new
givers to the rolls of those who are
faithful in supporting Cobblestone’s

Cobblestone’s leadership team (CLT)
and staff have designated 2006 as “the
year of breaking through.” .
After prayer and deliberation, they believe
the time has come for Cobblestone to break
new ground and throw off all hindrances to
break through in six crucial areas:
e Membership. Cobblestone concludes the
year with 95 members, the great majority
of whom are active. In 2006, we will not

Sleepless in St. Louis

Happy Anniversary

Return of SNL

Double the Joy
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only break through the 100-member bar- ministry.
rier, but plan to exceed the 28 members we (Continued on page 4) | 006: Breaking Through
WHO AM I?
fter six months of searching and inter- and she and 1. We celebrated the birth of
viewing, Cobblestone has a new staff ~ her  hus- a second son in our family
member: Director of Worship Sharla Ra-  band Bruce on December 22.
cioppa (pronounced “ra-shop”), from the visited Ox- 2. We work together in the
Dallas, Texas, area. ford on same office of the Perform-
After reviewing more than eighty re- December | ing Arts Department at
sumes, and interviewing a dozen people (six 18 and 19. Miami University.
of whom were granted live interviews)— After much

3. | gave birth to my first
child, Makenzie, on De-
cember 22.

Pastor of Leadership and Teaching Bob
Hostetler presented Sharla as his final can-
didate to the Cobblestone Leadership Team
(CLT) in late November. Upon the CLT’s
approval, Bob offered the position to Sharla,

prayer and deliberation, Sharla accepted

the position on December 27.
Sharla has over 13 years experience in
leading church worship, supervising and
(Continued on page 2)

4.  After a long period of
waiting, we were married
on December 30 at the
Cincy Vineyard.

5. While we did not work
together, the two of us
were radio personalities in
the past.

umorist, author, and radio personality
Rhonda Rhea will share her hilarious
style and stories at Cobblestone’s second
annual women’s conference, to be held at
Talawanda Middle
School on January 21,
2006. The conference
will take place from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. A $25 per
person registration fee
will include lunch and
conference materials.

Rhonda is the author of Amusing Grace
(Hilarity and Hope in the Everyday Ca-
lamity of Motherhood), Who Put the Cat
in the Fridge?, and Turkey Soup for the
Soul (Tastes Just Like Chicken). Her next
book, I'm Dreaming of Some White
Chocolate, is due out in 2006. She lives in
the St. Louis area with her pastor husband
Richie Rhea and their five children. She
will also be the speaker in both Cobble-
stone celebrations on Sunday morning,

(Continued on page 3)

6. | started my retirement at
noon of December 23,
2005.

(anyny UV (9) ‘uney uoser
pue J3[391s0H qog (g) ‘yuomzjoH
M3IpUy pue euuy (i) ‘sob

-erey] yea (€)  e|0 a1buy pue
YUWS ualey (g) ‘wanod Awwes
pue ‘eAuos ‘anais (T) :Siemsuy)




PAGE 2

VOLUME 3 ISsUE 1

After their par-
ticipation in and
completion of
Cobblestone 101,
Cobblestone s
excited to wel-
come four new
members.  The
membership ap-
plications of Josh and Kristin Sand-
ers and Jeremy and Caroline Bishop
were  approved
by the Cobble-
stone Leadership
Team in October
and December.
With these addi-

numbers 125.
Cobblestone
101 is a two-hour
class designed to
convey crucial
information  and
answer common
questions  about !
Cobblestone. It e
represents a great opportunity for
newcomers to learn about the church,
and is a prerequi-
site to becoming a
member.  Check
your program or
CobbleTalk for
further details of

tions, Cobble- the February 19"
stone’s member- class of Cobble-
ship  currently  stone 101.
# 0%
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As a student at Miami and a resi- Theological Seminary in St.
dent of Oxford, Matt Wicker al- Louis.  The Lord continually

ways found places to minister: on
campus, with Miami Christian Fel-
lowship, at Pleasant Vineyard
Camp, and at Cobblestone, where
he often played percussion with
Cobblestone's  waorship
team. Ignoring the desper-
ate pleas of other Cobble-
heads, Matt left Oxford
last summer (2005) to
pursue a seminary degree
at Covenant Theological
Seminary in St. Louis.

We asked Matt to give
us an update on his life
these days and he wrote, “It has
been an interesting first semester in
seminary, leaving so many things I
love to pursue the calling of the
one who loved me first. | miss
being able to spend time in worship
with you all through prayer, music,
serving the community and spur-
ring one another on. | am cur-
rently pursuing a Masters in Edu-
cational Ministry from Covenant

amazes me in His faithfulness.
The staff here is amazwng. As all
former pastors and/or mission
workers, they each take interest in
the lives of students and desire to
help each one of us grow
in our walk with the Lord.
I have also been able to
spend time with my par-
ents, who now live in St.
Louis as well. It has been
great to develop our rela-
tionship during this new
phase of life. | have also
had several opportunities
to minister to the youth in the area
as well as play percussion occa-
sionally at one of the seminary’s
weekly services. As any student
will tell you, the class work can
sometimes become overwhelm-
ing. | would like to ask for your
continued prayers in remembering
that these studies are for the Lord
and not a degree. | miss you all
and hope to visit soon.

(Continued from page 1)

training worship teams to lead peo-
ple into the presence of God, and
organizing and training bands,
choirs, and vocal groups. She served
most recently as the worship pastor
of Celebration Worship Center in
Irving, Texas, for more than seven
years. Among her strengths is men-
toring others, developing their skills,
and empowering their ministries.
She has initiated coffee house min-
istries, coached basketball teams,
and with her husband, Bruce, has
served in youth ministry and pas-
toral ministry for two decades. Per-
haps most importantly, Bob (and the
interview team that gave him coun-
sel through the process) believes
that Sharla’s passion and personal-
ity—and her vision for drawing
skeptics, seekers, and Christ-
followers into authentic, vibrant
worship of the Living God—uwill
mesh well with Cobblestone as a
Body and Cobbleheads as individu-
als.

Sharla has known and followed
Jesus Christ since she was a child,
having given her life to Christ at
Bible Baptist Church in Wichita
Falls, Texas. She says she surren-
dered to the ministry in 1984 at Pot
O’ Gold Youth Camp in San Anto-
nio, Texas. Her personal purpose
statement, she says, is “to give away
my life in worship, so that others
might find life in all its fullness.”

She and Bruce were married July
24, 1987, and have two daughters:
sixteen-year-old Kim and eleven-
year-old Kylee. Sharla plans to be-
gin her ministry at Cobblestone in
early January, while Bruce and their
daughters remain in Dallas to sell
their home and business before relo-
cating to the Oxford area.

Praise God with us for our newest
staff member, and please join Cob-
blestone’s leadership in praying for
the Racioppa family, especially
through the challenges of relocation
and adjustment (culture shock,
even!) to Oxford and Cobblestone.
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A couple hundred Cobbleheads gath- &, .

ered on Sunday, December 4, to cele-
brate the first anniversary of our suc-
cessful Walk This Way campaign,
praising God for what he has done for
us in providing the pledges and the
opportunity to acquire 57 acres of
land in the South Farm subdivision as
our future campus! For the first time
ever, Cobblestone’s second celebra-
tion was totally different from the
first celebration on that day, giving
worshipers an opportunity to double
dip! In the 10:30 anniversary celebra-
tion, leadership team member Jon
Montani led worshipers in a joyful
time of singing and responding to
God’s generous care, and Pastor of
Leadership and Teaching Bob
Hostetler spoke on “The Joy of Sacri-
fice.” In response, some people re-
newed their Walk This Way Pledge,
and others made first-time commit-
ments totaling an additional $15,610
toward our land acquisition and future
campus development plans!

Despite the overnight ice storm that
made walking treacherous, eight
brave souls were undeterred after the
celebration in hiking from Talawanda
Middle School to our new South
Farm property. There they crossed the

) 1

Cobblestone is thrilled to welcome
the return of “Saturday Night Life,” a
ninety-minute gathering featuring
extended periods of worship singing
interspersed with times of silent and
audible private and corporate prayer,
beginning in February 2006. Always
a time of rich worship and blessing,
Saturday Night Life was suspended in
mid-2005 because of changes and

transitions
in the wor-
ship  and
prayer min-
istries  of
Cobble-
stone. But

now the

#

property line at a point marked by a
stone altar, symbolizing entry into
our “promised land.” At various
points along the path, the group
stopped for prayer, and exulted in
the beautiful split log benches that
had been lovingly constructed by
Charlie Roberts at several points
along the way. When they reached
the pond on the property, they
paused in a circle for more prayer,
and then hiked back to TMS...cold,
a little muddy, but also grateful and
blessed.

With two years left in the pledge
period of the Walk This Way cam-
paign, the time has never been better
for those willing to participate to
fulfill the pledges they have made,
make new pledges, or even increase
their pledges. For more information,
contact the Followup Team chair-
man, Jon Montani (523-1480, jmon-
tani@aol.com).

&

time has come to resume these gath-
erings, with even more passion and
participation.

SNL will take place in the Tala-
wanda Middle School auditeria on
the third Saturday evening of every
month, beginning in February. It is
designed for Christ-followers of all
kinds and communions, and is open
to anyone who is interested in unit-
ing with others in an interdenomina-
tional, multi-church time of prayer
and praise. It is also designed as be-
lievers’ worship, so may often be
more passionate and mysterious than
our Sunday celebrations.

SNL begins at 7:30 and concludes
around 9:00.

(Continued from page 1)
January 22.

Cobblestone’s first women’s con-
ference last January drew women
from many churches and communi-
ties to hear Virelle Kidder, a popular
conference speaker and author of the
book, Donkeys Still Talk. This year’s
conference is expected to host even
more than the 150 women who en-
joyed that experience, and give
women in our area a chance to hear a
nationally-known author and speaker
at a fraction of the usual cost for such
events and without the hassle and
inconvenience of driving and staying
elsewhere.

Register for the conference at the
women’s ministry table at TMS on
Sundays, or contact Robin Hostetler
(737-1102, robinhoss@cinci.rr.com).
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Thank God for the gift of babies, and
how about two on the same day!
Thursday,
December
22, 2005
saw the
births of
: Sawyer Cov-
ert and Makenzie Kelly into the Cob-
blestone family. Sawyer came a little
early, which was scary for a while,
but after spending some time receiv-
ing treatment to clear up his jaundice,
is a healthy and thriving boy - for
which all of us, especially parents
Steve and Sonya Covert and big
brother Sammy, are very grateful to

God. »
Shortly -

after  Saw- F

yer’s arrival .

(at about 11 =

a.m.), 3

Makenzie was born (just before 5
p.m.) to parents Leah Karagos and
Ryan Kelly, their first. Makenzie is
beautiful and healthy and getting
acquainted with the wide world.
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152 Ryan Drive
Oxford OH 45056

Phone: 513-523-3905
Fax: 513-523-3905
Email: cobblestone@woh.rr.com
Loving people into
life-changing
encounters with God

We’re on the web!

www.cobblestonechurch.c
om

Weekly Cobblestone News

You can stay even more informed
by signing up to receive Cobble-
Talk, Cobblestone’s weekly email
newsletter. Simply go to
www.cobblestonechurch.com/
communicate/index.html and enter
your email address in the appropri-
ate place (the group is called
“CobblestoneNews”). You’ll be
automatically added to the email
list and will begin receiving Cob-
bleTalk immediately. To suggest
or contribute items for Cobble-
Talk , contact Deb Saas at
saas@woh.rr.com.

Website of the month:
www.klove.com/ministry/
wallofprayer.aspx

Quote of the month:
"It is quite useless knocking at
the door of heaven for earthly
comfort; it’s not the sort of
comfort they supply there.”
C. S. Lewis

Editors: Aubrey Hostetler and Shena
Johnson

Email suggested copy, photos, etc.,
to shenajohnson@gmail.com

e Community. In late Feb-

+

Weekly: Sunday 7:00 am Sunday setup begins (Talawanda Middle School)
9:00 am First celebration (TMS)
10:30 am Second celebration (TMS)
10:30 am Teen & adult classes (TMS)
10:30 am High Gear (ages 4 through 5th grade) (TMS)
1:30 p.m. Softball practice (Marshall Elementary fields)
Tuesday 7:30 am Tuesday Prayer Time (2336 Gardner Rd., Hamilton)
7:00 pm Worship team practice (OBF, 800 S. Maple)
7:00 pm Cobblestone Leadership Team (2nd, 4th Tuesdays)
Sun., Jan. 8, 10:30 p.m. Cobblestone 401 Session 2 (TMS)
Sun., Jan. 15, 10:30 a.m. Prayer4Missions (TMS)
Sun., Jan. 15, 7:00 p.m. Cobblestone 401 Session 3 (LCNB meeting room)
Sat., Jan. 21, 9:00 a.m. Cobblestone Annual Women’s Conference (TMS Auditeria)
Sun., Jan. 22, 6:00 p.m. Cobblestone 201 Session 1 (LCNB meeting room)
Sun., Jan. 22, 6:00 p.m. Cobblestone 301 Session 1 (LCNB meeting room)
Fri., Jan. 27, 3:30 p.m. Soup Kitchen Cooking (Presbyterian Church, Hamilton)
Fri., Jan. 27, 5:30 p.m. Soup Kitchen Serving (Presbyterian Church, Hamilton)
Sat., Feb. 4, 10:00 a.m. First Saturday Giveaway

Not listed: Small groups meeting at various times and in various homes. Contact Kay
Johnson (867-1520 or kayjohnson@cinci.rr.com) for information.

(Continued from page 1)
e Worship. Early this year we will wel-

come a new director of worship (see
related story), an addition we anticipate
will help us to achieve new levels of
passion and effectiveness in our wor-
ship experience, as well as greater re-
cruitment and coordina-
tion, and new initiatives in
worship (such as drama
team, dance, visual arts,
children’s involvement,
etc.).

ruary, Cobblestone will
launch “40 Days of Com-
munity,” an effort de-
signed to help every Cob-
blehead take the next step
to spiritual maturity and a
meaningful life on earth.
40 Days of Community
will deepen our understanding of how
God uses other people—specifically
others in our church family—for our
good and growth. It will also show us
how God can use us to bless others.

e Children’s Ministry. Last year our

membership approved a new staff posi-
tion to oversee and enlarge our ministry
to children and families. We expect to
fill that position as early as possible in
2006, and pray that a greatly-enhanced
children’s ministry will draw families of
all kinds and sizes into the kingdom of
our God and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

» Outreach. Outreach will not
only be a part of our 40 Days
of Community experience, it
will also be the focus of a 40
Days of Outreach campaign to
. take place in the Falll We’re
determined to reach out to our
community in 2006 in new
and invigorating ways, and get
more and more intentional and
effective about loving people
into life-changing encounters
with God.

Cobblestone’s hopes for these six break-
through areas will be fleshed out in greater
detail on Sunday, January 8, as Pastor of
Leadership and Teaching Bob Hostetler
makes our 2006 vision the subject of his
messages on that morning.



