40 Days of Outreach (times 9.125)

In case you’re trying to do the math in your head, it comes up to 365 days.  Cobblestone’s original 40 Days of Outreach began on August 20, ’07 and rolls on to the same date in 2008, with the goal of seeing 22,000 individual, purposeful acts of kindness done during that time.

We can all keep on participating by checking the updated Days list here on the website for ideas on ways to reach out to the community.  Also, be sure to pick up plenty of Cobblestone outreach cards from the welcome table at Talawanda Middle School on Sundays (to give the community a clue what you’re up to!).  Then log your activities here, and watch the “thermometer” climb! 

40 Days of Outreach Rolls On:

1. Tell someone today about something fun you’ve experienced with your church family recently.

2. Surprise someone with a 25 – 50% tip.

3. Pitch in to set up or serve meals at the Hamilton Meal Center (Cobblestone staffs the fourth Friday of each month).

4. Go to a public park and offer to take and send photos with a camera phone.

5. Depending on the season, mow a neighbor’s lawn or shovel snow for a neighbor; try to get the whole job done without being discovered.

6. Smile, and see how many people you can get to smile back at you today.

7. Tape a dime or a quarter to a Cobblestone “parking fee” outreach card and leave it under the windshield wiper of a car at a parking meter.

8. Offer a free service – babysitting, home repair, car service, etc – to a single parent.

9. Make your community cleaner by picking up at least one piece of litter today.

10. Take in a movie, and pay for the person behind you in line at the ticket counter or concession stand.

11. Take your family pet to a nearby nursing home to brighten the residents’ day (call ahead for permission).

12. Reach out while you’re at church!  Identify someone you’ve never met and introduce yourself.

13. As you walk around your neighborhood, take your neighbors’ newspapers up to their front doors.

14. Help someone load groceries into their vehicle.

15. Take a cooler of soft drinks and/or bottled water to a park; pass them out for free.

16. Watch today for someone who looks sad or lonely and try to make them less so.

17. Allow extra time today for holding doors open for people on your way into or out of buildings.

18. Give a particularly thoughtful compliment to someone today.

19. Take doggie treats to a walking trail or dog park to share with other people’s pets.

20. Buy a large coffee for someone in line behind you at a coffee shop.

21. Leave 50 cents at the public library circulation desk to anonymously pay for someone’s late fees.

22. Leave a dollar at the video store counter to anonymously pay for someone’s late fees.

23. Give away something that means something special to you (a book, CD, picture, etc) to someone who means something special to you.

24. Try to make a kid laugh today.

25. Buy a soft drink for a checkout person today (ask what kind).  Also works with gum or candy.

26. Offer to wash someone’s windshield today at a self-serve gas station.

27. Pay for the order of the person behind you in a fast-food drive-thru.

28. Sweep the sidewalk in front of a few of the businesses in your community.

29. Make extra efforts to let someone go ahead of you in traffic.

30. Buy an extra newspaper for someone behind you at a convenience store.

31. In a public restroom, roll up a dollar in the toilet paper as a surprise for the next person.

32. Offer to clean screens, change storm windows, or clean gutters for an elderly neighbor or shut-in.

33. Offer to return shopping carts for shoppers leaving stores.

34. Send a note or email, or make a phone call, to a City staff, council, or planning commission member thanking them for their service.

35. Give a UDF or Coldstone gift card to a clerk (or clerks) at the convenience store you visit most often.

36. Buy a small potted plant or flower to take to a neighbor or shut-in.

37. Tape a small-denomination gift card of some kind in a ziplock bag to the face of your electric meter for the person who reads your meter.

38. Buy a book of stamps and give them away at your local Post Office.

39. Take a vegetable or fruit tray to one of the nurses’ stations at your local hospital.

40. Surprise your letter carrier with a note of thanks and a UDF coupon in your mailbox.

Bonus Days:

1. Take a box of doughnuts to a local school early this morning and leave them in the Teachers’ Lounge.

2. On a dry day, rubber-cement a batch of dollars to Cobblestone outreach cards and leave them lying (dollar side up!) on sidewalks.  (Just for kicks, you might hang around, anonymously, to catch the reactions!)

3. Super-size the meal of the person in line behind you at a fast-food place (and pay for the upgrade, of course!).

